
 

HQ/0917/NU/00071 

 

By the time you finish reading this headline another person will 
have suffered a fragility fracture due to osteoporosis1 

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM (October 20, 2017) – Osteoporosis is a major public health concern which affects 
more than 200 million people worldwide.2 Every three seconds someone will break a bone due to 
osteoporosis.1 That’s almost 9 million fractures per year.3 Despite this, only 20% of those who have 
experienced a fracture are identified and treated for this potentially life-altering disease.4 On World 
Osteoporosis Day 2017, UCB is supporting patients, carers, healthcare professionals, policy makers and the 
general public to help raise the profile of this silent disease, and make fracture prevention a global health 
priority. 

Whilst our bones grow very quickly in size, density and strength through childhood, our bodies experience a 
progressive loss of bone mass in adulthood, leading to brittle bones and an increased risk of fracture. 
Osteoporosis literally translates to “porous bone” and is a condition in which bones become more porous over 
time making them more likely to break. World Osteoporosis Day is a key date in the bone and musculoskeletal 
health community and an opportunity for people around the world to unite in raising awareness of the burden 
caused by osteoporosis and the actions that can be taken to protect bone health. 

“Like many other chronic diseases, osteoporosis is usually asymptomatic until a fracture occurs – thus it’s often 
referred to as a silent disease. It is estimated that one in three women and one in five men over the age of 50 
will break a bone due to osteoporosis and for some this can result in chronic pain, disability and increased 
mortality.1 Despite this, many patients with osteoporosis go untreated and, consequently, remain at increased 
risk of a future fracture,” commented Dr. Pascale Richetta, Head of Bone and Executive Vice President at UCB. 
“World Osteoporosis Day is an important reminder that there is still much that needs to be done to advance 
care and close this persistent ‘care gap’. At UCB, we are incredibly proud to join the global osteoporosis 
community in raising awareness of this often life-changing disease.”  

To mark World Osteoporosis Day 2017, the IOF has launched a Global Patient Charter calling for the right to 
timely and accurate assessment of fracture risk and diagnosis of osteoporosis, increased access to effective 
intervention options (treatment, lifestyle changes), and support from healthcare providers, to ensure that 
patients can live active and independent lives. To learn more about World Osteoporosis Day, sign the IOF 
Patient Charter and read the IOF’s new Osteoporosis Compendium, which provides a comprehensive look at 
osteoporosis around the world, visit www.iofbonehealth.org.  
Further information 
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About UCB 
UCB, Brussels, Belgium (www.ucb.com) is a global biopharmaceutical company focused on the discovery and development 
of innovative medicines and solutions to transform the lives of people living with severe diseases of the immune system or 
of the central nervous system. With more than 7,500 people in approximately 40 countries, the company generated revenue 
of € 4.2 billion in 2016. UCB is listed on Euronext Brussels (symbol: UCB). Follow us on Twitter: @UCB_news 

UCB Forward-Looking Statements  
This press release contains forward-looking statements based on current plans, estimates and beliefs of management. All 
statements, other than statements of historical fact, are statements that could be deemed forward-looking statements, 
including estimates of revenues, operating margins, capital expenditures, cash, other financial information, expected legal, 
political, regulatory or clinical results and other such estimates and results. By their nature, such forward-looking statements 
are not guarantees of future performance and are subject to risks, uncertainties and assumptions which could cause actual 
results to differ materially from those that may be implied by such forward-looking statements contained in this press 
release. Important factors that could result in such differences include: changes in general economic, business and 
competitive conditions, the inability to obtain necessary regulatory approvals or to obtain them on acceptable terms, costs 
associated with research and development, changes in the prospects for products in the pipeline or under development by 
UCB, effects of future judicial decisions or governmental investigations, product liability claims, challenges to patent 
protection for products or product candidates, changes in laws or regulations, exchange rate fluctuations, changes or 
uncertainties in tax laws or the administration of such laws and hiring and retention of its employees.  

Additionally, information contained in this document shall not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy 
any securities, nor shall there be any offer, solicitation or sale of securities in any jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation 
or sale would be unlawful prior to the registration or qualification under the securities laws of such jurisdiction. UCB is 
providing this information as of the date of this presentation and expressly disclaims any duty to update any information 
contained in this press release, either to confirm the actual results or to report a change in its expectations. 

There is no guarantee that new product candidates in the pipeline will progress to product approval or that new indications 
for existing products will be developed and approved. Products or potential products which are the subject of partnerships, 
joint ventures or licensing collaborations may be subject to differences between the partners. Also, UCB or others could 
discover safety, side effects or manufacturing problems with its products after they are marketed. 

Moreover, sales may be impacted by international and domestic trends toward managed care and health care cost 
containment and the reimbursement policies imposed by third-party payers as well as legislation affecting 
biopharmaceutical pricing and reimbursement. 


