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UCB and ConfometRx announce new R&D 
partnership  
Innovative collaboration launched with ConfometRx, a  structural 
biology company founded by Stanford University professor and 
Nobel Prize winner Brian Kobilka 

Brussels, 21 February 2013 – UCB announced today that it has sealed a research 
agreement with ConfometRx to enable the discovery of novel medicines addressing unmet 
medical needs in Neuroscience. Under this  two-year multi-target agreement, UCB and 
ConfometRx will leverage structural biology to gain insight into G-protein coupled receptor 
(GPCR) modulation towards the design of differentiated drugs. GPCRs are the largest family 
of signaling proteins in the human genome. They are involved in virtually all physiological 
processes and represent the single largest target class for medicines on the market. 

The terms of the agreement, whose details are not disclosed, include an up-front payment, 
Research funding and success-based milestones. 

Ismail Kola, Executive Vice President and President, NewMedicines at UCB said, “GPCR 
crystallization remains a challenge and requires state-of-the-art technologies as well as 
expertise. Professor Brian Kobilka is the first to have succeeded in crystallizing a GPCR 
target in the active state and was awarded the chemistry Nobel prize for his work in the 
field of GPCR structural biology. We look forward to working with ConfometRx as part of our 
continued strategy to innovate in drug discovery, transforming knowledge and insight into 
health-changing invention. We strive to fulfill our mission of discovering new medicines that  
aim to improve the lives of people living with severe diseases. The collaboration with 
ConfometRx is another example of UCB’s strategies at work where we are continuing to 
build supernetworks of innovation that are aimed at creating  superior and sustainable 
value for patients.” 

Tong Sun  Kobilka, CEO ConfometRx, said: “We are delighted to be working with UCB’s 
world-class Central Nervous System research group to enhance their drug development 
activities. With over 20 years of experience working in the coupled receptor field and our 
unique technological approach, we believe that we can bring significant value to UCB’s 
novel drug development process. We look forward to working closely with UCB’s R&D 
teams.” 
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For further information ConfometRx  

Please visit www.confometrx.com  

 

About UCB 
UCB, Brussels, Belgium (www.ucb.com) is a global biopharmaceutical company focused on 
the discovery and development of innovative medicines and solutions to transform the lives 
of people living with severe diseases of the immune system or of the central nervous 
system. With more than 8 500 people in about 40 countries, the company generated 
revenue of EUR 3.2 billion in 2011. UCB is listed on Euronext Brussels (symbol: UCB). 
 
Forward looking statement  

This press release contains forward-looking statements based on current plans, estimates 
and beliefs of management. All statements, other than statements of historical fact, are 
statements that could be deemed forward-looking statements, including estimates of 
revenues, operating margins, capital expenditures, cash, other financial information, 
expected legal, political, regulatory or clinical results and other such estimates and results. 
By their nature, such forward-looking statements are not guarantees of future performance 
and are subject to risks, uncertainties and assumptions which could cause actual results to 
differ materially from those that may be implied by such forward-looking statements 
contained in this press release. Important factors that could result in such differences 
include: changes in general economic, business and competitive conditions, the inability to 
obtain necessary regulatory approvals or to obtain them on acceptable terms, costs 
associated with research and development, changes in the prospects for products in the 
pipeline or under development by UCB, effects of future judicial decisions or governmental 
investigations, product liability claims, challenges to patent protection for products or 
product candidates, changes in laws or regulations, exchange rate fluctuations, changes or 
uncertainties in tax laws or the administration of such laws and hiring and retention of its 
employees. UCB is providing this information as of the date of this press release and 
expressly disclaims any duty to update any information contained in this press release, 
either to confirm the actual results or to report a change in its expectations. 

There is no guarantee that new product candidates in the pipeline will progress to product 
approval or that new indications for existing products will be developed and approved. 
Products or potential products which are the subject of partnerships, joint ventures or 
licensing collaborations may be subject to differences between the partners. Also, UCB or 
others could discover safety, side effects or manufacturing problems with its products after 
they are marketed. 

Moreover, sales may be impacted by international and domestic trends toward managed 
care and health care cost containment and the reimbursement policies imposed by third-
party payers as well as legislation affecting biopharmaceutical pricing and reimbursement. 
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